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1. Introduction                            
 

 
 
 

'Coming together - the importance of children and young people connecting' 
VOICES and Culture Bridge North East webinar  
Tuesday 15th June, 4-6pm  
   
The VOICES project is working with over 1,000 young people across the North East to understand the needs of children and young people aged 5–18 living in 
poverty in and through the pandemic. Young people are telling us that what they have missed most over the past year has been the opportunity to spend time 
with friends and wider family and to engage in a variety of activities. VOICES is working with Culture Bridge North East and partner organisations across the North 
East to respond to this and ask what can be done now to support children and young people?   
 
Our webinar on the 15th June 2021 presented findings from VOICES about what children and young people are telling us and discussed the ways in which we are 
working with schools, organisations and policy makers to enact change. Culture Bridge North East talked about their work connecting cultural organisations and 
the education sector so that children and young people can have access to great arts and cultural opportunities throughout the North East and we heard from 
practitioners working in schools, arts and culture, and play and youth work who have continued working with children and young people throughout the pandemic 
and found ways for young people to connect.  
 
This publication shares some of the highlights, full presentations are available to view on our VOICES website: https://www.voicesproject.co.uk/resources/ 
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VOICES: Social interaction findings and challenge to stakeholders   
The VOICES project has spoken to over 1000 children and young people in focus groups and received more than 200 children’s writing and drawings. A consistent 
finding reported has been how much children have missed friends and family.  
 
‘It was nice to see them but sad, I felt like my cousins were in a cage’ 
'Before lockdown I had just started playing out with my friends but now I hardly see them' 
'Not able to keep in touch with friends cos I don’t have everyone’s number' 
 
Children and young people have relied on connecting digitally with friends and family but it has not been the same as before. Despite often learning something 
new in the various lockdowns, there have been so many activities that children and young people have missed. Boredom has been expressed by so many that we 
spoke to.  Missing doing the things they like doing has been such a common theme - and a large part of this is making and seeing friends. Many children and young 
people know how much they get from activities socially, in terms of wellbeing and mental health and in terms of skills. But also some have taken up new skills and 
interests – karate, cooking, Spanish, drawing, basketball and a lot more - that they want to continue learning face to face with others. 

• 'It gets boring just looking at the screen and you want to go outside' 
• 'All I do is go on my phone – it drains me and I get a headache' 
• 'Going into dancing helped but doing it online doesn’t help' 
• 'I used to go swimming, it calmed me down and got me prepared, its hard not to do that anymore' 
• 'Still doing drama online, where I got to see my friends, it’s hard not to see them, it’s not the same online' 
• 'I would have been out all day playing football' 
• 'I missed going to a museum with my friends and a park' 
• 'I want to keep up my new hobbies and things I have learnt' 
• 'My driving lessons stopped' 
• 'I’ve started to read again' 
• 'I’ve started a little business making resin keyrings' 

 

VOICES recommends that all children and young people should be offered an increased access to a range of out of school activities, to be provided 

through many different kinds of organisations including schools and charities. Most of these should be free and universally accessible but some should be free and 
targeted at particular groups especially those from economically disadvantaged backgrounds and children with disabilities. Organisations that work with children 
should involve children in the selection of activities.  This report of our 15th June 2021 webinar shows just a few of the high quality activities that there are for 
children in the NE in schools, cultural organisations and charities that focus on children having access to interacting with others, developing skills and friendships, 
and having the opportunity to express themselves in the world. 
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2. VOICES                                                  

 
 
VOICES is managed and delivered by Children North East and Newcastle University and funded by the Economic and Social Research Council (ESRC), as part of UK 
Research and Innovation’s (UKRI) rapid response to Covid-19.  
 
The project uses a co-production approach to find out what children and young people’s lives are like now and communicate this to policy leaders and 
practitioners. Our core focus on children and young people’s own views is supported by interviews with practitioners working in schools and community groups and 
with policy leaders.   
 
VOICES aims: 

 To document and analyse the key challenges of the Covid19 pandemic on CYP living in poverty 
 To explore how schools and services are responding to needs of CYP living in poverty 
 To facilitate changes in policy and practice in response to evidence of the needs of CYP living in poverty 

 

Project team 
Newcastle University: Professor Liz Todd, Lucy Tiplady and Lydia Wysocki   
Children North East: Luke Bramhall, Cathryn Gathercole, Suzanne Butler, Andrew Thorp, Gwen Dalziel, Janice Holloway, Saffia Solomon and Paula Hamilton 
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3. Culture Bridge North East 
 

 
 

About us 
Culture Bridge North East (CBNE) is one of 10 Bridge organisations in England funded by Arts Council England. Our role is to support the strategic 
development of arts and cultural education by, with and for children and young people. 
We want everyone growing up in the region to have a childhood rich in arts and culture and believe that arts and culture in education can create a 
spark, which will inspire future artists, performers, makers and curators.  
 

Arts Award 
Arts Award supports children and young people to develop as artists and arts leaders. It deepens engagement with arts and culture, develops both 
creative and leadership skills, and importantly, Arts Award leads to a national qualification. Through its five levels, children and young people can 
explore any art form.  
CBNE works in partnership with The Customs House and we provide advice to organisations whether you’re getting started with Arts Award, 
developing it further, or would just like to know more. 
 

Artsmark 
Artsmark is the creative quality standard for schools accredited by Arts Council England. It provides a clear framework for teachers to plan, develop 
and evaluate arts, culture and creativity across the curriculum. 
CBNE works in partnership with The Forge to support schools at all stages of their Artsmark journey, providing training, advice, and introductions to 
leading cultural organisations. 
Artsmark partners are a network of arts and cultural organisations devoted to bringing great arts and cultural opportunities to children and young 
people. They support Artsmark registered schools on their journey to embed arts and culture across the curriculum.  
 

CPD programmes 

Our Cultural leadership in Education programme, in partnership with Newcastle University Leadership Centre, supports senior and middle leaders in 
schools to gain the knowledge, capacity and skills to lead development, inspire colleagues, build partnerships, and to ensure that arts and cultural 
activity has impact on pupils. 



 

VOICES  and Culture Bridge North East | Coming Together - the importance of children and young people connecting | 2021  

Creative Classrooms is our online CPD programme which gives primary school teachers the confidence and tools to broaden and enhance their 
curriculum through arts and culture. 
 
We also launched Compendium an online directory of home learning resources, tools case studies and blogs for teachers and pupils.  
 
Secret World of Schools is an opportunity for the cultural sector to explore what is happening currently in schools and gives delegates the knowledge 
and confidence to deliver their cultural offers to schools.   
 
Our annual conference, Imagine if... explores and showcases cultural education in the North East and beyond. It brings together school leaders, 
teachers and cultural practitioners to celebrate the work taking place in the region, looks forward, supports the direction of travel and signposts 
future development.  
 

Local Cultural Education Partnerships (LCEPs) 
LCEPs bring together representatives from the education, arts and culture sectors to engage more children and young people with high quality arts 
and culture. CBNE supports the development of these partnerships in every part of the region.  
 

CBNE Fund 
Our fund provides grants of up to £1,500 to support collaborations between education and youth settings, arts practitioners and 
cultural organisations anywhere in the North East. Priority is given to projects, which improve access to high quality arts provision for those who 
would otherwise face barriers to taking part.  
The CBNE fund is managed by the Community Foundation, Tyne and Wear and Northumberland. 
 

Contact us 
Visit our website to find out more about CBNE, access the latest news and information about events and programmes: 
www.culturebridgenortheast.org.uk  
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4. Connecting children and young people in and through 

the pandemic  
 
 

 Creative connections during COVID - Helen Gorsky, Assistant Head Chillingham Road 
Primary School  

 
 Mortal Fools: Defeating our Worrits Together through collective group 

experiences and co-creation - Kiz Crosbie, Artistic Director 
 

 Playful Lives - Paula Hamilton, School Research and Delivery Practitioner, Children 
North East and the West End Schools’ Trust  

 
 Feast of Fun - Karen Deen, Together Middlesbrough and Cleveland 

and Heather Insull, Youth Focus North East  
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4. Further Information and keep in touch 
 
  

https://www.voicesproject.co.uk/  
 
Twitter: @voicesprojectNE 
 
Email: 
liz.todd@ncl.ac.uk  
luke.bramhall@children-ne.org.uk 
lucy.tiplady@ncl.ac.uk 
lydia.wysocki@ncl.ac.uk  
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