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Significant increases in activities:

Childhood

Transport Through Time

James White

Medicine

Traditions of Christmas



Significant decreases in activities:

Call to War

Evacuees

Murder Mystery

Victorian Lessons

Pit Cottage



Teacher expectations

January 2016



History Teachers want our sessions to:

- inspire curiosity 
- to increase knowledge
- develop historical skills such as weighing evidence
- sifting arguments
- develop perspective 
- raise attainment in school.



From the comments made by teachers 
on the evaluation forms analysed

Staff are helpful with young children
Children learned some historical information
Children enjoyed the experience
Deliverers adapted to the needs of the group
Teachers refer to a positive experience for the 
children



From the comments made by teachers 
on the evaluation forms analysed

Learning activities were well planned
Children were engaged in the activity
Children felt the experience was real
Deliverers were well organised



Aims and Objectives of the Day

to develop an agreed observation 
format for learning delivery
- identify some quality factors 
- explore the Arts Councils Quality Principles, 
understand what they mean
- match up and agree our principles with those from 
the Art Council
- create a draft observation format



Aims and Objectives of the Day

Understand how observations can 
be carried out
- drill down to factors that affect quality
- exploration of peer to peer observations
- exploration of minimum training requirements
- additional factors will include resources, 
timetabling, increasing confidence, what next?



Organisation and communication, the first 
principle of excellence

Were you ready for the group e.g. location and resources ready, 
did you know who they were, their age and special needs?

Were the group ready for you, was the teacher proactive, did 
they know what was happening, were they on time?

Was the activity delivered in a safe way, did it reflect the risk 
assessment?

How well did you manage the group (children and adults) e.g. 
settling at start, allocating tasks, moving around area, preparing 

to leave?
Did the activity have a clear beginning, middle and plenary?



Being Authentic

Did the children feel like they had gone 
into the past? Was it real to them?

Did you use first person to help engage the 
children in the experience? Did you move 

clearly between third and first person?



Knowledge and understanding

Did you know all the things about the past 
that needed to be passed on to the 
children? Did the children learn the 

important things about the past?



Being exciting, inspiring and engaging

Did you make the experience exciting and 
engaging for the children? Were you 

enthusiastic throughout the delivery? Did 
you praise and encourage? Were you 

confident to deliver? Did your introduction 
have an impact with the children? 



Actively involved and inclusive

Did you engage all the children in the 
experience? Did you listen to answers 

offered and encourage all to participate? 
Was the activity pitched at the right level? 

Was the pace correct? How did you use 
language - verbal, body language and use 

of voice? Was there a good balance 
between listening and doing? 



Developing belonging and ownership

Did the activity give a sense of being at 
Beamish which was different to normal 

learning? Did the children feel like this was 
special for them? 



Satisfying expectations

Did the activity do what it said on the tin? 
Were the teacher’s expectations met? 



Developing personal progression

What will the teacher do back in the 
classroom to follow up this activity? What 
do you need to do next to follow up this 

delivery?














